
   

Kaplan Academy of Idaho 
 

Fall 2010 Course Catalog 
 



 2 

Table of Contents 

1.  Standard Program ............................................................................... 3 

2.  Foundations Program ....................................................................... 18 

3.  Honors Program ................................................................................ 22 

4.  AP Program ........................................................................................ 26 

5.  Credit Recovery Program ................................................................. 30 

 



 3 

Standard Program 



 4 

Grammar and Composition   Language Arts 

This course helps students master communication skills and fundamental principles of 

grammar and usage. Students' individual writing needs are diagnosed and targeted for im-

provement. The course presents grammar as a tool for improving communication rather 

than as a pure focus of study. Along with their writing skills, students also improve oral 

communication and research skills. Although the course includes some study of literature, 

it is not the focus.  

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

English 1: Survey of Literature Language Arts 

Students investigate the connections between literature, culture, and their own life experi-

ences, and learn to clearly express their ideas and opinions. Reading selections include 

novels, short stories, and poetry representing a broad cross-section of American subcul-

tures and literary traditions. The course also builds fundamental writing and communica-

tion skills as it introduces students to the writing process and the basic principles of aca-

demic research. The course gives students the tools to read and communicate with deep 

understanding, clarity, and conviction. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

English 2: World Literature Language Arts 

This course introduces students to major literary traditions from all corners of the globe. 

Reading selections include novels, short stories, epic poetry, drama, and mythology span-

ning the millennia of human history. In addition to evaluating the plots and characters of 

well-known writers, students learn to identify themes, create dialogue, and appeal to emo-

tions. They study various forms of communication including oral, visual, electronic, and 

textual. As students explore various eras and cultures through literature, they also build 

proficiency in writing, literary analysis, and critical thinking. Students learn to communi-

cate their own dreams, goals, and aspirations with clarity and conviction. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

English 3: American Literature Language Arts 

Is there a better way to learn about literature than going right to the source? The Virtual 

Times is a newspaper delivered straight from the American past to students' doorstep (or 

computer screen). Organized around the theme of this virtual paper, the course delivers 

novels, drama, poetry, short films, and nonfiction that students analyze in terms of theme, 

literary devices, historical context, and point of view. Students learn to appreciate audience 

and purpose in what they read and write, as well as draw inferences. They produce a vari-

ety of writings, including journals, creative pieces, and analytic, expository, persuasive, 

and research essays. Students expand their vocabulary, demonstrate advanced research 

skills, and improve their oral communications skills. As virtual reporters investigating 

classic works of literature, students gain exposure to American authors and learn to appre-

ciate what literature teaches about the time in which it was written. 

Prerequisites (Required): English 2 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

English 4: Interacting with Literature Language Arts 

In English 4, students master the literary and reading skills needed for success in college or 

career. Students select the literature of most interest to them in the genres of novels, short 

stories, drama, poetry, and nonfiction. They learn to analyze literary works with a critical 

eye, forming opinions based on evidence and persuasively expressing their own ideas. 

Students produce a variety of writings, gaining the vocabulary, literary techniques, and 

research skills to communicate effectively. Students also explore options for the future, 

and build a project around their chosen path that provides them with a plan to achieve their 

post-high school goals. 

Prerequisites (Required): English 3 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

Consumer Math Mathematics 

Understanding how to manage money and make responsible financial decisions are impor-

tant skills that payoff for a lifetime. In this course, students learn about budgeting, saving, 

banking, investments, credit, insurance, preparing income tax returns, and paying taxes. 

The purpose of the course is to give students the knowledge and skills to manage secure 

financial futures. A thorough understanding of financial concepts, plus practical applica-

tion through activities and projects, give students applicable, useful life skills. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 
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Pre-Algebra Mathematics 

This course builds upon the essential skills of arithmetic as they apply to algebra. Topics 

include real numbers and linear equations, linear inequalities, exponents, functions, graph-

ing, and some elements of geometry. Students gain a background in algebra that gives 

them the skills and confidence to be successful in high school mathematics courses. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

Algebra 1A Mathematics 

Students review fundamental mathematics skills learned in middle school, and then get up 

to speed on the basic concepts of algebra. Students learn about integers, equations, graphs, 

and data analysis. This course connects algebra to the real world, making it easier to un-

derstand and master. The goal is to create a foundation in mathematics that will support 

students throughout high school. This two-part course is designed for students requiring 

additional algebra support; together, Algebra 1A and 1B meet students' Algebra 1 require-

ment. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

Algebra 1B Mathematics 

This course continues where Algebra 1A left off, and reinforces that algebra is a great way 

to solve real problems. Students review basic algebra concepts and are introduced to new 

algebraic strategies and properties, including data analysis concepts and techniques. Num-

bers, equations, and graphs come alive on the screen while step-by-step instruction takes 

the struggle out of learning algebra. Students see how algebra connects with other subjects 

like geometry, statistics, and biology. Students gain a powerful tool for understanding how 

the world works, and how to make it work for them. This two-part course is designed for 

students requiring additional algebra support; together, Algebra 1A and 1B meet students' 

Algebra 1 requirement.  

Prerequisites (Required): Algebra 1A 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

Algebra 1 Mathematics 

Students gain the knowledge needed for success in their high school mathematics courses. 

The course emphasizes the use of algebra in everyday life—in sports, travel, business, and 

health—and students practice using algebra to solve real-world problems. The course pre-

sents algebra concepts in a user-friendly manner and gives students hands-on practice 

through animations, graphics, audio components, and interactive graphs. Students see 

problems solved step by step on their computer screens, while engaging labs make num-

bers, graphs, and equations come alive. This course gives students the skills, strategies, 

and confidence to solve all kinds of mathematical problems. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

Algebra 2 Mathematics 

Students continue to build skills and confidence in algebra. The course includes hands-on 

activities, applications, group interactions, and cutting-edge technology that keep students 

engaged. After a review of basic algebra, students learn how to work with polynomials, 

quadratic equations, exponential and logarithmic relations, probability, and statistics. To 

learn how algebra is used in the real world, students jump into roles as employees of a 

fictional corporation, working their way up the corporate ladder with each successful as-

signment. In Algebra 2, students gain the algebra needed for success in school and career.  

Prerequisites (Required): Algebra 1 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

Geometry Mathematics 

This course takes students on a mathematical highway illuminated by spatial relationships, 

reasoning, connections, and problem solving. Students develop geometric skills, learn ge-

ometry concepts, and practice constructing formal logical arguments and proofs. Through 

exploration of real-world examples, students see that geometry is all around them—

engineers use it to bank highways and build bridges, artists use it to create perspective in 

their paintings, and mapmakers help travelers find locations using the points located on a 

geometric grid. The course provides students with basic tools for understanding and solv-

ing problems in the real world.  

Prerequisites (Required): Algebra 1 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 
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Pre-Calculus   Mathematics 

Students acquire the skills needed to study calculus with confidence. The course is organ-

ized around the theme of national parks, and each student takes on the role of a mathemati-

cal analyst intent on solving park problems using mathematics concepts. In addition to 

covering functions and providing a foundation in calculus, the course also includes analyti-

cal geometry and trigonometry. As students apply what they learn to answer real-world 

questions, their knowledge of and skill in calculus increase.  

Prerequisites (Required): Algebra 2, Geometry 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

Calculus   Mathematics 

This course takes a comprehensive look at differential and integral calculus. Students learn 

about the concepts of limits, derivative and integral computation, linearization, Riemann 

sums, the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus, and differential equations. Applications in-

clude graph analysis, linear motion, average value, area, volume, and growth and decay 

models.  

Prerequisites (Required): Pre-Calculus   

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

Biology   Science 

Students discover the nature of life through a study of matter, energy, chemical processes, 

genetics, DNA, and cells. They learn the scientific method and examine the traits and clas-

sifications of organisms from viruses and bacteria to plants and animals. Hands-on and 

virtual laboratory investigations enhance students' understanding of living things. The 

course covers some of the fastest growing areas of research in the biological sciences. By 

the end of the course, students will have developed a working definition of what consti-

tutes life on Earth. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

Chemistry   Science 

Students embark on a virtual tour to see chemistry in action. They visit such places as a 

petroleum refinery, a water treatment plant, a hospital, and even a scuba dive shop. From 

the largest nuclear power plant to the tiniest atom, students learn the basic ways that chem-

istry works and how scientists use it to make our lives better. Stressing the practical appli-

cation of chemistry and its everyday uses, the course shows students how atoms, mole-

cules, and elements join to make the water we drink, the air we breathe, and the gas that 

powers our cars. Hands-on laboratory investigations make concepts come alive and give 

students the chance to think like scientists. 

Prerequisites (Required): Algebra 1, Biology 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

Earth Space Science   Science 

Students explore the world and the universe. They journey from the sun and the moon 

across the oceans and continents down to the rocks and minerals and inside volcanoes and 

earthquakes. Students discover the history of the Earth, including fossils, the ice age, and 

glaciers. They learn about the weather and atmosphere and how winds and fronts work. 

Students explore space and the solar system and learn all about the Earth's water. The 

course engages students through hands-on activities, in which they gather data from their 

surrounding and interpret results like real scientists. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

Marine Science   Science 

Marine Science is a blend of biology and physical science. It incorporates topics such as 

ecology, chemistry, geology, technology, zoology, meteorology, botany, oceanography, 

and marine biology. Throughout this course, students explore the classification, anatomy, 

and physiology of organisms in the marine environment, as well as the ecological function 

of these organisms as members of complex biological communities. As students delve 

deeper into marine science, they understand the origin of the oceans, the geological aspects 

of the marine environment, and the ecology of various sea zones. Students also analyze 

characteristics of marine ecosystems while understanding and appreciating the relationship 

between people and the oceans. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): Physical Science, Biology 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 
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Physical Science   Science 

Students enter the world of physical science. They journey from deep in the center of an 

atom to right outside their window, where the laws of physics dictate the behavior of cars 

and airplanes, light and music, and the planets themselves. This course introduces students 

to the concepts of matter, energy, electricity, and magnetism and how they apply to every-

day life. Laboratory investigations incorporate the use of measurement, problem solving, 

laboratory apparatus, safety procedures, and experimental procedures and enable students 

to see concepts come to life before their very eyes. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

Physics   Science 

In this course, students enter "Physics World," inhabited by great minds like Galileo, New-

ton, and Einstein. Students witness how physics has progressed over time due to the obser-

vation, experimentation, and insights of these scientific geniuses. Students learn the con-

cepts, theories, and laws that govern the interaction of matter, energy, and forces. From 

tiny atoms to galaxies with millions of stars, students observe the universal laws of physics 

and learn to apply such laws. Using laboratory activities, videos, software, and websites, 

students follow in the footsteps of some of the world’s greatest thinkers. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

Environmental Science   Science 

In this course, students learn about the environment and environmental issues. By studying 

the ecological interactions between living things and the environment, students learn how 

pollution, the carbon cycle, and the food chain alter the Earth's processes. In addition, the 

systematic study of global realms such as the atmosphere, hydrosphere, lithosphere, and 

biosphere provides an understanding of natural processes. Students also learn about the 

various interest groups that influence government and policy and understand why environ-

mental issues are so hotly debated today. Finally, students look to the future of energy re-

sources, exploring farming, biofuels, and alternative energy sources.  

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

United States History Social Studies 

Students investigate the history of the United States from the era of slavery to the present. 

The course takes students through a series of court cases that illuminate critical turning 

points and issues in American history. Students conduct research focused on the historical 

era in which the case occurred, and use primary and secondary sources to build persuasive 

arguments. As students consider questions about slavery, rights, regulation of business, 

religious freedom, and maintaining a stable world order, they begin to appreciate the com-

plexity of the American story. The course also challenges students to apply their knowl-

edge and perspective of history to interpret the events of today. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

World History   Social Studies 

World History introduces students to the concept of a global community. Whether explor-

ing ancient Egypt, medieval Europe, or post-war Japan, students learn the impact that an-

cient and modern civilizations have upon their own lives and current events. In the course, 

students act as curators of the "Windows of the World Museum." They design exhibits that 

highlight the development of different cultures in the areas of art, commerce, politics, ge-

ography, religion, and science. By exploring what various artifacts, data, and sources re-

veal about human activity, students make connections between the past, present, and fu-

ture. Students also develop their research skills, and learn to effectively communicate their 

ideas in writing. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

American Government  Social Studies 

From Washington and Jefferson to Obama and Bush, students explore the fascinating story 

of government in the United States. This in-depth study of the American political and legal 

systems begins with an examination of the U.S. Constitution and the intentions of the 

Founding Fathers. Students analyze the pivotal roles of legislative bodies, executive offi-

cials, and the courts in governmental decision-making. Students explore the influence of 

political parties, public opinion, interest groups, and foreign governments upon American 

governmental processes. Students also learn about government and politics in the state of 

Idaho. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 
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Economics  Social Studies 

In Economics, students learn how what people want and what they need influence the de-

velopment of societies. They explore the limits that time, money, energy, and resources 

place upon satisfying the diverse needs and wants of a society. Students discover how eco-

nomic systems manage these limitations by developing systems of exchange and balancing 

the use of scarce resources. Students also examine the local and global consequences of 

economic decisions, the role of technology in economics, and the function of government 

in shaping economic policy. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 0.5 

Level: HS 

 

Geography   Social Studies 

This course explores a broad range of geographical perspectives covering all of the major 

regions of the world. Students learn where each region is located along with its physical 

characteristics, location, climate, and geographical features. The course looks at each re-

gion from cultural, economic, and political perspectives, examining the human impact on 

each region as well as how human activities affect the environment. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

Spanish 1   Foreign Language 

Students embark on a whirlwind virtual tour of Spain, Cuba, Colombia, and Argentina. As 

they explore the unique characteristics and culture of each place, students learn to commu-

nicate in practical and useful ways. They learn basic vocabulary and grammar, and are able 

to introduce themselves and talk about their homes, families, schools, and communities. 

They also learn to converse about shopping, weather, sports, entertainment, and hobbies. 

New words and phrases are introduced with text, pictures, and audio clips that demonstrate 

proper pronunciation. Interactive games and activities provide students with engaging op-

portunities to practice the language. In Spanish 1, students acquire the skills to read, write, 

understand, and speak Spanish with a basic foundation in grammar. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

Spanish 2   Foreign Language 

The adventure continues in Spanish 2, as students travel through Central America and the 

Caribbean, spending time in museums, traffic jams, and even in the hospital. They also 

encounter Spanish-speaking people from different parts of the United States. Throughout 

the course, students expand their vocabulary and knowledge of grammar, improving their 

ability to speak, write, listen, and read in Spanish. They also learn several new verb tenses, 

including the preterite, imperfect, future, present progressive, and past progressive. By 

experiencing the beauty and expressiveness of the Spanish language, students improve 

their skills in a language shared by many different people and cultures throughout the 

world. 

Prerequisites (Required): Spanish 1 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

Spanish 3   Foreign Language 

In Spanish 3, students meet four Spanish-speaking teens and accompany them on a virtual 

journey to several countries. Students improve their Spanish and learn about different cul-

tures along the way. They practice speaking, listening, reading, and writing in Spanish as 

they expand their vocabulary, master new verb tenses, and learn to use idiomatic expres-

sions. Through a virtual immersion in Spanish culture, students increase their knowledge 

of Spanish-speaking parts of the world and improve their ability to communicate fluidly in 

a language spoken by millions of people around the globe. 

Prerequisites (Required): Spanish 2 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

Spanish 4   Foreign Language 

In Spanish 4, students sharpen their listening, speaking, reading, and writing ability 

through a variety of stimulating activities. Building on earlier coursework, Spanish 4 stu-

dents continue to develop new vocabulary as they apply previously learned grammatical 

constructions to new situations and scenarios. Grammar practice is innovative and interest-

ing and accommodates individual student learning preferences. The course also focuses on 

the Spanish-speaking world and its many cultures, peoples, geographical locations, and 

histories.  

Prerequisites (Required): Spanish 3 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 
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Art History   Fine Arts 

Students explore the role of art in the history of humankind and the development of cul-

ture. This course covers the elements, principles, disciplines, media, and processes of vis-

ual art. Students study everything from pottery and paintings to sculpture and architecture. 

As art critics, students take into account the viewpoints of historians while expressing their 

own opinions. The course includes prehistoric art, art of ancient Egypt and Greece, and 

Classical and Hellenistic styles. Students learn how the sensory qualities of art and its sub-

ject matter work together to give artwork its own unique expression. Finally, students con-

sider the issue of society's ownership of art. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

Computer Literacy 1  Tech & Careers 

Students learn basic technology skills needed for success in school and career. Through 

hands-on projects, students gain experience in areas ranging from keyboarding to Internet 

research techniques, document creation, and digital citizenship. They improve their soft-

ware skills with Microsoft Office tools like Word, Excel, and PowerPoint, and learn about 

email, the Internet, and effective digital communication. In the course, students join a vir-

tual music band, through which they practice their computer skills by creating flyers and 

promotional materials, managing concerts and events, and fundraising. The course pro-

vides a foundation in the skills and concepts that define computer literacy in the 21st cen-

tury.  

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 0.5 

Level: HS 

 

Health  Health & PE 

This course empowers students to make good, educated life decisions. The course covers 

issues that are critical in the lives of high school students. Topics include health and nutri-

tion, mental health and stress, relationships and conflict resolution, and alcohol and drug 

use. Students learn skills to make personal decisions that support their health and wellbe-

ing.  

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 0.5 

Level: HS 

 

Personal Fitness  Health & PE 

With a rise in both teenage obesity and eating disorders, an awareness of and responsibility 

for personal health and fitness is more important than ever. In this course, students study 

all elements of physical fitness, as well as a variety of health-related topics including nutri-

tion, dieting, exercise, and the human body. Students learn good eating and exercise habits, 

and understand how to assess their own fitness levels. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 0.5 

Level: HS 

 

Physical Education 1  Health & PE 

Students learn a variety of physical skills, performing activities and completing written 

evaluations to demonstrate what they learn. The course covers aerobic and anaerobic fit-

ness, as well as individual and team sports and other exercise routines that will help stu-

dents maintain fitness throughout life. Topics include flexibility and strength training, 

yoga and racquet sports, and sports such as soccer and volleyball. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 0.5 

Level: HS 

 

Physical Education 2 Health & PE 

In this course, students acquire physical skills and strategies for fitness. Students perform 

activities and complete written evaluations to demonstrate what they learn. The course 

covers aerobic and anaerobic fitness, as well as individual and team sports and other exer-

cise routines that will help students maintain fitness throughout life. Topics include cardio 

and weight training, Pilates and dance, and sports such as swimming, basketball, baseball, 

and even ultimate Frisbee. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 0.5 

Level: HS 
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Adaptive Physical Education  Health & PE 

This course meets the needs of students with Individual Educational Plans or 504 Plans. 

Students set personal goals and achieve fitness objectives, while learning about proper 

weight, good diet, and stress management. They embark on a fitness journey through the 

virtual town of Wellville, developing a personal workout log to record cardiovascular, 

flexibility, strength, and endurance activities. As they develop healthy habits, students feel 

their energy levels and confidence increase. High teacher support helps students discover 

just how far they can go. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 0.5 

Level: HS 

 

Web Design: KompoZer Tech & Careers 

This course provides a comprehensive introduction to the essentials of Web design, from 

creating page layouts to coding with CSS and JavaScript to building a complete website. 

Through real-world design scenarios and hands-on projects, students create compelling, 

functioning websites using KompoZer, one of the Web’s most user-friendly open-source 

(free) editing tools. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 0.5 

Level: HS 

 

Digital Photography and Graphics  Tech & Careers 

In this course, students master the fundamentals of GIMP, the world's most popular open 

source (free) software for editing digital photos and creating digital art. Using GIMP, stu-

dents create stunning composite photos, captivating images, and even convincing photo 

hoaxes with brush and filter effects. This course is the perfect introduction to digital media 

tools; students can ask questions, get feedback, and share work with classmates. By the 

end of the course, students will have a collection of projects for their digital portfolios. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 0.5 

Level: HS 

 

3D Art 1: Modeling Tech & Careers 

Students create their very own animated 3D characters in this hands-on course. They learn 

all about the mechanics of 3D modeling: primitives, textures, lighting, bones, and anima-

tion. The software of choice is Blender, the powerful, open source (free) modeling tool. 

Students pick up the tips, tricks, and shortcuts that speed development time. They learn 

essential geometry concepts, and then put them into practice by creating realistic models to 

import into 3D projects.  

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 0.5 

Level: HS 

 

Thinking and Learning Strategies 

Every student needs a toolbox full of success strategies. This course helps students develop 

the critical thinking, problem-solving, and test-taking skills essential for success in school, 

on standardized tests, and in other academic and vocational endeavors. The course also 

covers Bloom’s Taxonomy; students learn to recognize tasks associated with the higher 

levels of the taxonomy, and understand how to attack those tasks. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 0.5 

Level: HS 

 

 

General Studies 
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Personal Finance Mathematics 

By teaching students about personal economics and finance, this course helps prepare 

them for life after high school. Students learn the basics of financial planning, money man-

agement, banking, credit, saving, and investing. The course also covers fundamental busi-

ness finance—students explore what it takes to own and manage a business and learn how 

to create business plans and financial plans.  

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 0.5 

Level: HS 

 

Career Planning Tech & Careers 

Through an engaging, interactive process, students explore career and life options that fit 

their individual interests, needs, and skills. Students examine their own aptitudes, achieve-

ments, and personality styles. They explore potential career matches, reviewing job market 

information, conducting informational interviews, and plotting training and educational 

paths. Students learn to create a résumé, write a cover letter, and ace a job interview. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 0.5 

Level: HS 

 

Music Appreciation Fine Arts 

Rap, classical, hard rock, or pop—whatever their musical taste, students learn the history 

behind all types of music and see how music is influenced by time and place. From medie-

val music to popular music of today, students learn about the elements, instrumentation, 

and major historical periods of music. Students listen to and evaluate several types of mu-

sic, and complete projects and presentations to display their knowledge and understanding 

of what they have learned. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 0.5 

Level: HS 

 

Speech Language Arts 

Students learn to communicate effectively in this course by practicing listening and speak-

ing skills. Through a variety of speech genres, such as narrative, expository, persuasive, 

and impromptu, students practice the speech-writing process and deliver both personal and 

researched speeches. They apply their listening and verbal skills to real-world scenarios, 

such as interviewing, giving a demonstration, and delivering a multimedia presentation. 

Students also analyze historical speeches and evaluate media’s role in communication 

through analysis of radio and television commentaries. The course concludes with a cumu-

lative speech about communication apprehension that allows students to demonstrate what 

they have learned about public speaking. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 0.5 

Level: HS 

 

ACT Online Test Prep 

This course provides Web-based, adaptive instruction based on individual learning that 

helps students successfully prepare for the ACT. Data-driven, dynamic lesson plans per-

sonalize the curriculum according to students' specific needs. Cutting-edge instruction in-

cludes multimedia activities and videos featuring expert instructors introducing new skills 

and strategies. Students benefit from two full-length practice tests and hundreds of practice 

questions. They complete assignments in each of the exam areas (Mathematics, Reading, 

Science, and Writing) and acquire problem-solving and test-taking strategies. Custom re-

ports tell students how they are doing and analyze their strengths and weaknesses. The 

combination of direct video instruction, guided and independent practice, individualized 

feedback, and online support materials gives students the knowledge and confidence they 

need for success on the ACT. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: per state regulations 

Level: HS 

Please discuss teaching options with your KVE representative 

SAT Online Test Prep 

This course provides Web-based, adaptive instruction based on individual learning that 

helps students successfully prepare for the SAT. Data-driven, dynamic lesson plans per-

sonalize the curriculum according to students' specific needs. Cutting-edge instruction in-

cludes multimedia activities and videos featuring expert instructors introducing new skills 

and strategies. Students benefit from two full-length practice tests and hundreds of practice 

questions. They complete assignments in each of the exam areas (Mathematics, Reading, 

Science, and Writing) and acquire problem-solving and test-taking strategies. Custom re-

ports tell students how they are doing and analyze their strengths and weaknesses. The 

combination of direct video instruction, guided and independent practice, individualized 

feedback, and online support materials gives students the knowledge and confidence they 

need for success on the SAT. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: per state regulations 

Level: HS 

Please discuss teaching options  with your KVE representative 
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ESL Reading Smart ESL 

This course supports students' English Language Development. Students engage in acces-

sible and motivating course activities, reading high-interest, multi-genre, culturally rele-

vant materials. Activities support the four modalities of language learning and encourage 

higher-level thinking through application, synthesis, and evaluation. The course includes 

vocabulary development, reading comprehension, grammar activities, and writing opportu-

nities. Students benefit from an innovative, standards-based English language-learning 

program founded on a unique instructional design. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: per state regulations 

Level: HS 

Please discuss teaching options with your KVE representative. 

Language Arts 1 (6th Grade)   Language Arts 

In Language Arts 1, students encounter exciting stories, folktales, and heroic adventures 

from the past and present. They read short stories and novels, listen to music, read newspa-

pers, and even interview their parents. Information about vocabulary, grammar, and punc-

tuation helps improve students' writing skills. Students are encouraged to use their imagi-

nations and be creative as they explore the language arts. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: MS 

 

Language Arts 2 (7th Grade)   Language Arts 

In this course, students read everything from newspapers to novels and analyze what peo-

ple are saying and how they are saying it. Just as important, they discover their own ability 

to use words, with many opportunities to practice their writing. They gain strategies to 

create clear and effective written messages and learn how to organize and deliver oral 

presentations. Students maintain a "Discovery Log" of all their writing so that by the end 

of the course they have a portfolio of writing samples.  

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: MS 

 

Language Arts 3 (8th Grade)   Language Arts 

This course challenges students to define and describe their place in a changing world. 

Students build the reading comprehension, writing, listening, and speaking skills to com-

municate effectively. The course also covers topics such as conducting research, managing 

time, setting goals, and exploring career options. At the end of the course, students will 

have a portfolio containing all of their writing. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: MS 

 

Mathematics 1 (6th Grade) Mathematics 

In this engaging and interactive course, students learn how to apply the mathematics 

learned in previous courses. They learn about numbers, fractions, percentages, and data 

analysis and see how geometry and algebra can help solve the types of problems students 

encounter every day. Games and activities reinforce the skills students learn, providing 

them with many hands-on practice opportunities. Trivia and other fun-filled facts ensure 

that students stay engaged. The mathematical concepts and processes learned in this course 

help students in all academic areas, and they gain critical thinking and problem-solving 

skills that can be applied both in and out of school. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: MS 

 

Mathematics 2 (7th Grade) Mathematics 

This course takes students on a mathematical journey that illuminates how mathematics 

relates to real life. Students demonstrate acquired knowledge as they use mathematics 

skills to solve practical problems. They learn how to estimate and measure quantities, de-

scribe graphs and algebraic equations, and use statistics to make predictions. Full of an-

imations, applications, videos, games, and real-world scenarios, the course keeps students 

engaged and actively applying learned skills.  

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: MS 
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Mathematics 3 (8th Grade)   Mathematics 

This is a hands-on mathematics course full of animations, applications, videos, and games. 

Students learn concepts like systems of equations, central tendencies, and the basics of 

algebra and geometry in an engaging, interactive setting. The course focuses on showing 

students how to apply mathematics concepts such as scientific notation, the Pythagorean 

Theorem, and graphs to real-world scenarios, making mathematics easier to understand 

and apply in both school and life. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: MS 

 

Science 1 (6th Grade)   Science 

This course introduces students to the exciting world of science. The mysteries of the uni-

verse start to unravel as students learn topics like energy, force, weather, climate, the 

Earth’s systems, and the living world. Students explore science through everyday exam-

ples and experiences, and they participate in activities and online laboratory experiences to 

apply what they have learned. Some topics are explored in depth while others serve as 

building blocks for Science 2 and 3.  

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: MS 

 

Science 2 (7th Grade)   Science 

Students take a tour of planet Earth. They virtually visit six continents to see science in 

action all over the world. On their trip, students explore the history of the Earth, its fea-

tures, and its internal and external structures and how they change. They continue to dig 

into the foundations of science, learning about energy, genetics, heredity, living things, 

and the organization of the living world. Some topics are introduced and serve as a founda-

tion for Science 3 while others are discussed in detail. Students learn through real-world 

examples and participate in activities and online laboratory experiences to apply what they 

have learned.  

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: MS 

 

Science 3 (8th Grade)   Science 

Into space, around the galaxies, and back to life on Earth, as the science adventure contin-

ues. Students learn about the nature of science, Earth and space science, properties of mat-

ter, changes in matter, and the flow of energy in the living world. Through real-world ex-

amples and participation in activities and online laboratory experiments, students are able 

to apply what they learn. The course introduces new information and reviews some basics 

of science to prepare students for high school science coursework. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: MS 

 

6th Grade Health Health & PE 

This course gives students the knowledge and skills to make healthy choices for a lifetime. 

Students gain valuable health information and learn healthy, proactive practices. Students 

practice decision-making, problem solving, and goal setting, while learning about effective 

communication and refusal negotiation. Students learn to recognize unhealthy and risky 

behaviors, manage peer pressure, and develop strategies for improving personal and com-

munity health. The course covers the many influences on students' wellbeing and the inter-

relationships between mental, physical, social, spiritual, and environmental health. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 0.5 

Level: MS 

 

6th Grade Physical Education Health & PE 

This physical education course introduces students to health-related fitness components, 

dance, team sports, healthy choices, and lifetime activities. Students learn the essential 

principles to living a healthy, active lifestyle. They learn activities that can be incorporated 

into their daily lives today, tomorrow, and in the future. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 0.5 

Level: MS 
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7th Grade Health  Health & PE 

The purpose of this course is to impart lifetime health and wellness knowledge to encour-

age psychological and physical wellbeing. Students become equipped with health informa-

tion and healthy practices, and learn how to put their newfound skills and knowledge into 

action. They learn how to handle peer pressure and recognize unhealthy and risky behav-

iors, acquiring tools to prevent and avoid them. Students build refusal and coping skills 

and gain an understanding of the relationships that influence their health.  

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 0.5 

Level: MS 

 

7th Grade Physical Education  Health & PE 

Students learn a wide variety of fitness concepts they can use for a lifetime. They learn 

about diverse activities such as rock climbing, orienteering, and ping-pong along with 

stress management concepts through yoga and Pilates. Students develop a sense of self-

esteem and accomplishment through completing fitness tests, attaining personal goals, and 

learning to care for their body. Integrated assignments show students how physical educa-

tion is connected to science, social studies, mathematics, and English and applies in their 

everyday activities. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 0.5 

Level: MS 

 

8th Grade Health  Health & PE 

Students learn to manage obstacles, deal with stress, balance pressures, and make healthy 

decisions. Right before entering the high school years is a critical time to develop the 

knowledge and skills that enable students to achieve and maintain a healthful lifestyle. 

Students learn to understand and manage their physical, social, intellectual, spiritual, and 

emotional health from adolescence into adulthood. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 0.5 

Level: MS 

 

8th Grade Physical Education  Health & PE 

Regular physical activity is essential to health and wellness. This course shows students 

how to make informed decisions that will benefit them both now and in the future. Stu-

dents learn a variety of lifetime physical activities, including canoeing, cycling, and kick-

boxing. Every student is different; therefore, every student will design and participate in a 

program that meets their individual fitness needs and interests. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 0.5 

Level: MS 

 

World Studies (6th Grade) Social Studies 

Students embark on a global fact-finding mission through Europe, the Middle East, Asia, 

North and South America, and the countries around the Pacific Rim. They research the 

cultural and natural landscapes of these regions, developing a multicultural understanding 

of the world’s diverse people and places. Students gain the knowledge of geography that is 

increasingly important as communications and transportation bring distant parts of our 

world closer together. As they explore places around the world, students design their own 

"Global Village Theme Park" in which they can use their imagination to represent the 

world and its people in the parks they create.  

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: MS 

 

World Studies (7th Grade)   Social Studies 

From ancient Mesopotamia to China and its dynasties, civilizations have left their mark on 

history and shaped how people live today. In this course, students explore these ancient 

civilizations, digging up and analyzing facts and relics. In ancient Egypt, students visit the 

pyramids and find out the secrets of preserving mummies. They learn how the Mayas de-

veloped astronomy into a precise science. They even investigate the sewer systems of an-

cient Rome. Students learn how diverse cultures from ancient times to modern days have 

contributed to what we know and who we are today. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: MS 
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World Studies (8th Grade)   Social Studies 

World History introduces students to the concept of a global community. Whether explor-

ing ancient Egypt, medieval Europe, or post-war Japan, students learn the impact that an-

cient and modern civilizations have upon their own lives and current events. In the course, 

students act as curators of the "Windows of the World Museum." They design exhibits that 

highlight the development of different cultures in the areas of art, commerce, politics, ge-

ography, religion, and science. By exploring what various artifacts, data, and sources re-

veal about human activity, students make connections between the past, present, and fu-

ture. Students also develop their research skills, and learn to effectively communicate their 

ideas in writing. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: MS 

 

Smart Track Reading   Reading 

This intensive reading remediation program offers adaptive instruction based on initial and 

ongoing assessment. Smart Track Reading teaches skills including basic decoding, vo-

cabulary and word analysis, reading strategies, and comprehension using a variety of fic-

tion and nonfiction texts. Students focus on reading for meaning as they expand their vo-

cabulary, read across content areas, and build critical-thinking skills. The course engages 

students through high-interest reading passages, interactive features, and game-like activi-

ties. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: per state regulations 

Level: MS 

Please discuss teaching options with your KVE representative. 

Mathematics Readiness Mathematics 

This intensive math remediation program is for students who have struggled in previous 

math courses or have demonstrated a lack of proficiency in foundational mathematics con-

cepts. The program supports the development of a carefully selected subset of fundamental 

concepts necessary for success in high school mathematics courses, including algebra. All 

instruction is delivered in a live, synchronous format. Students participate regularly in live 

teacher-led online sessions, working alongside their peers to master the concepts, proce-

dures, and language that are the foundation for all mathematics. Each lesson is presented 

on an interactive whiteboard with clear and accessible text, supporting graphics, modeled 

example problems, and many opportunities to apply new concepts and practice new skills. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: per state regulations 

Level: MS 

Please discuss teaching options with your KVE representative. 

World Language Survey  Foreign Language 

Students go around the world in one semester as they learn the basics of six different lan-

guages—Spanish, French, German, Latin, Chinese, and Japanese. The course exposes stu-

dents to each language as a foundation for deeper study in the future. Engaging activities 

and multimedia resources make language learning fun and exciting. Listening, speaking, 

reading, and writing activities ensure that students immerse themselves in foreign language 

study. Along with fundamental communication skills in the target languages, students also 

learn about the culture of the people who speak each language. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 0.5 

Level: MS 

 

Beginning Spanish Foreign Language 

Beginning Spanish takes students on a whirlwind virtual tour of Spain. The course intro-

duces basic vocabulary to keep students from getting lost and help them make some new 

friends on their journey. Students learn to ask for directions, order food in a restaurant, and 

talk about the weather with an authentic accent. They pick up new words and phrases pre-

sented through text, pictures, and audio clips that demonstrate proper pronunciation. By 

the end of the tour, students will have acquired the skills to read, write, and speak basic 

Spanish, as well as an appreciation of the local culture. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: MS 
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Keyboarding  Tech & Careers 

This course gives students the skills and strategies needed to become keyboarding masters. 

With special downloadable software, students learn what all the keys do and how to find 

them quickly so that they can concentrate on communicating their messages effectively. 

Students also learn about the importance of keyboarding for a variety of jobs and careers. 

The course provides many opportunities for practice as students develop a skill that will 

serve them throughout their academic careers and beyond. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 0.5 

Level: MS 

 

Computer Fundamentals   Tech & Careers 

In this introductory course, students learn how to use Microsoft Word, Excel, and Power-

Point to create, analyze, edit, share, and publish information for a variety of audiences and 

purposes. They learn all the tricks to creating documents, spreadsheets, presentations, and 

more. Through step-by-step tutorials and hands-on projects, students master key concepts 

and basic computer skills.  

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: MS 

 

Career Explorations  Tech & Careers 

Students learn about and explore various careers paths. Self-evaluations help determine 

which careers fit students' interests, strengths, and personalities. Through conducting re-

search, interviewing, and writing résumés, this hands-on course gives students a career 

plan they can use as a foundation for the future.  

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 0.5 

Level: MS 

 

6th Grade Art  Fine Arts 

What is "art"? Students journey through time to find out. They explore world regions and 

the unique artifacts and works of architecture that define ancient civilizations. They go 

from Mesopotamia, the world’s first civilization, to the Roman streets of Pompeii, making 

stops along the way in ancient China, Japan, Greece, and the Americas. Through hands-on 

and virtual activities, students learn the fundamental concepts of art, how to look at and 

evaluate art, and the purpose of natural history museums. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 0.5 

Level: MS 

 

6th Grade Music  Fine Arts 

In this course, students enter the world of music, exploring the evolution of music from the 

medieval ages to today. They learn important musical vocabulary terms and understand 

concepts like rhythm and pitch. Music comes alive through interactive projects—students 

listen to samples of music from all over the world, write their own raps or poems, and act 

as music critics. Students learn foundational skills such as performing, listening, analyz-

ing, and responding to music. After completion of this course, students will be able to de-

scribe and analyze musical sound; demonstrate musical artistry; read and write music nota-

tion; create and arrange music within specified guidelines; and relate music to history, 

society, and culture. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 0.5 

Level: MS 

 

7th Grade Art  Fine Arts 

Students examine some of the greatest masterpieces ever created. They explore world re-

gions and the unique art and architecture that define the Medieval and Renaissance peri-

ods. From the work of Leonardo da Vinci to the Taj Mahal, students learn the fundamental 

concepts of art, as well as how to look at and evaluate works of art. Hands-on activities 

ensure the course is engaging and interactive. An exploration of museums and careers in 

art is also included.  

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 0.5 

Level: MS 
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7th Grade Music  Fine Arts 

Students explore the evolution of music from Mozart to Elvis. They learn about music 

fundamentals and rhythm essentials. Music comes alive through interactive activities and 

students listen to samples of music from ragtime and the blues to early rock and roll. Stu-

dents learn foundational skills such as performing, listening, analyzing, and responding to 

music.  

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 0.5 

Level: MS 

 

8th Grade Art  Fine Arts 

Students embark on a journey to Asia and Africa and explore a rich artistic heritage. They 

make stops along the way to view European art since the 19th century, and take a tour of 

the United States to check out 20th-century masterpieces. Students explore world regions 

and the unique art and architecture that define modern-day civilizations. From Picasso to 

Hiroshige, students learn the fundamental concepts of art, as well as how to look at and 

evaluate works of art. They also learn more about careers in art and how to prepare for 

such careers. Hands-on and virtual activities enhance students' appreciation of various art 

forms.  

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 0.5 

Level: MS 

 

8th Grade Music  Fine Arts 

Rap, classical, hard rock, or pop—whatever their musical tastes, this course gives students 

the ability to interpret and appreciate all types of music. Students learn foundational skills 

such as performing, listening, analyzing, and responding to music. They develop a sense of 

self-esteem by accomplishing activities that require higher critical-thinking skills espe-

cially developed for their grade level. The course enhances students' overall musicianship; 

after completing it, students will be able to reflect on musical periods and styles, under-

stand music’s role in history, analyze and evaluate music, and make critical judgments and 

informed musical choices. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 0.5 

Level: MS 

 

ESL Reading Smart ESL 

This course supports students' English Language Development. Students engage in acces-

sible and motivating course activities, reading high-interest, multi-genre, culturally rele-

vant materials. Activities support the four modalities of language learning and encourage 

higher-level thinking through application, synthesis, and evaluation. The course includes 

vocabulary development, reading comprehension, grammar activities, and writing opportu-

nities. Students benefit from an innovative, standards-based English language-learning 

program founded on a unique instructional design. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: per state regulations 

Level: MS 

Please discuss teaching options with your KVE representative. 

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 



 18 

Foundations Program 



 19 

English 1: Survey of Literature Language Arts 

Students investigate the connections between literature, culture, and their own life experi-

ences, and learn to clearly express their ideas and opinions. Reading selections include 

novels, short stories, and poetry representing a broad cross-section of American subcul-

tures and literary traditions. The course also builds fundamental writing and communica-

tion skills as it introduces students to the writing process and the basic principles of aca-

demic research. The course gives students the tools to read and communicate with deep 

understanding, clarity, and conviction. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

English 2: World Literature   Language Arts 

This course introduces students to major literary traditions from all corners of the globe. 

Reading selections include novels, short stories, epic poetry, drama, and mythology span-

ning the millennia of human history. In addition to evaluating the plots and characters of 

well-known writers, students learn to identify themes, create dialogue, and appeal to emo-

tions. They study various forms of communication including oral, visual, electronic, and 

textual. As students explore various eras and cultures through literature, they also build 

proficiency in writing, literary analysis, and critical thinking. Students learn to communi-

cate their own dreams, goals, and aspirations with clarity and conviction. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

English 3: American Literature   Language Arts 

Is there a better way to learn about literature than going right to the source? The Virtual 

Times is a newspaper delivered straight from the American past to students' doorstep (or 

computer screen). Organized around the theme of this virtual paper, the course delivers 

novels, drama, poetry, short films, and nonfiction that students analyze in terms of theme, 

literary devices, historical context, and point of view. Students learn to appreciate audience 

and purpose in what they read and write, as well as draw inferences. They produce a vari-

ety of writings, including journals, creative pieces, and analytic, expository, persuasive, 

and research essays. Students expand their vocabulary, demonstrate advanced research 

skills, and improve their oral communications skills. As virtual reporters investigating 

classic works of literature, students gain exposure to American authors and learn to appre-

ciate what literature teaches about the time in which it was written. 

Prerequisites (Required): English 2 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

English 4: Interacting with Literature   Language Arts 

In English 4, students master the literary and reading skills needed for success in college or 

career. Students select the literature of most interest to them in the genres of novels, short 

stories, drama, poetry, and nonfiction. They learn to analyze literary works with a critical 

eye, forming opinions based on evidence and persuasively expressing their own ideas. 

Students produce a variety of writings, gaining the vocabulary, literary techniques, and 

research skills to communicate effectively. Students also explore options for the future, 

and build a project around their chosen path that provides them with a plan to achieve their 

post-high school goals. 

Prerequisites (Required): English 3 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

Pre-Algebra   Mathematics 

This course builds upon the essential skills of arithmetic as they apply to algebra. Topics 

include real numbers and linear equations, linear inequalities, exponents, functions, graph-

ing, and some elements of geometry. Students gain a background in algebra that gives 

them the skills and confidence to be successful in high school mathematics courses. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

Algebra 1   Mathematics 

Students gain the knowledge needed for success in their high school mathematics courses. 

The course emphasizes the use of algebra in everyday life—in sports, travel, business, and 

health—and students practice using algebra to solve real-world problems. The course pre-

sents algebra concepts in a user-friendly manner and gives students hands-on practice 

through animations, graphics, audio components, and interactive graphs. Students see 

problems solved step by step on their computer screens, while engaging labs make num-

bers, graphs, and equations come alive. This course gives students the skills, strategies, 

and confidence to solve all kinds of mathematical problems. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 
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Algebra 2   Mathematics 

Students continue to build skills and confidence in algebra. The course includes hands-on 

activities, applications, group interactions, and cutting-edge technology that keep students 

engaged. After a review of basic algebra, students learn how to work with polynomials, 

quadratic equations, exponential and logarithmic relations, probability, and statistics. To 

learn how algebra is used in the real world, students jump into roles as employees of a 

fictional corporation, working their way up the corporate ladder with each successful as-

signment. In Algebra 2, students gain the algebra needed for success in school and career.  

Prerequisites (Required): Algebra 1 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

Geometry   Mathematics 

This course takes students on a mathematical highway illuminated by spatial relationships, 

reasoning, connections, and problem solving. Students develop geometric skills, learn ge-

ometry concepts, and practice constructing formal logical arguments and proofs. Through 

exploration of real-world examples, students see that geometry is all around them—

engineers use it to bank highways and build bridges, artists use it to create perspective in 

their paintings, and mapmakers help travelers find locations using the points located on a 

geometric grid. The course provides students with basic tools for understanding and solv-

ing problems in the real world.  

Prerequisites (Required): Algebra 1 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

Biology   Science 

Students discover the nature of life through a study of matter, energy, chemical processes, 

genetics, DNA, and cells. They learn the scientific method and examine the traits and clas-

sifications of organisms from viruses and bacteria to plants and animals. Hands-on and 

virtual laboratory investigations enhance students' understanding of living things. The 

course covers some of the fastest growing areas of research in the biological sciences. By 

the end of the course, students will have developed a working definition of what consti-

tutes life on Earth. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

Chemistry   Science 

Students embark on a virtual tour to see chemistry in action. They visit such places as a 

petroleum refinery, a water treatment plant, a hospital, and even a scuba dive shop. From 

the largest nuclear power plant to the tiniest atom, students learn the basic ways that chem-

istry works and how scientists use it to make our lives better. Stressing the practical appli-

cation of chemistry and its everyday uses, the course shows students how atoms, mole-

cules, and elements join to make the water we drink, the air we breathe, and the gas that 

powers our cars. Hands-on laboratory investigations make concepts come alive and give 

students the chance to think like scientists. 

Prerequisites (Required): Algebra 1, Biology 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

Earth Space Science   Science 

Students explore the world and the universe. They journey from the sun and the moon 

across the oceans and continents down to the rocks and minerals and inside volcanoes and 

earthquakes. Students discover the history of the Earth, including fossils, the ice age, and 

glaciers. They learn about the weather and atmosphere and how winds and fronts work. 

Students explore space and the solar system and learn all about the Earth's water. The 

course engages students through hands-on activities, in which they gather data from their 

surrounding and interpret results like real scientists. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

United States History Social Studies 

Students investigate the history of the United States from the era of slavery to the present. 

The course takes students through a series of court cases that illuminate critical turning 

points and issues in American history. Students conduct research focused on the historical 

era in which the case occurred, and use primary and secondary sources to build persuasive 

arguments. As students consider questions about slavery, rights, regulation of business, 

religious freedom, and maintaining a stable world order, they begin to appreciate the com-

plexity of the American story. The course also challenges students to apply their knowl-

edge and perspective of history to interpret the events of today. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 
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World History   Social Studies 

World History introduces students to the concept of a global community. Whether explor-

ing ancient Egypt, medieval Europe, or post-war Japan, students learn the impact that an-

cient and modern civilizations have upon their own lives and current events. In the course, 

students act as curators of the "Windows of the World Museum." They design exhibits that 

highlight the development of different cultures in the areas of art, commerce, politics, ge-

ography, religion, and science. By exploring what various artifacts, data, and sources re-

veal about human activity, students make connections between the past, present, and fu-

ture. Students also develop their research skills, and learn to effectively communicate their 

ideas in writing. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

American Government  Social Studies 

From Washington and Jefferson to Obama and Bush, students explore the fascinating story 

of government in the United States. This in-depth study of the American political and legal 

systems begins with an examination of the U.S. Constitution and the intentions of the 

Founding Fathers. Students analyze the pivotal roles of legislative bodies, executive offi-

cials, and the courts in governmental decision-making. Students explore the influence of 

political parties, public opinion, interest groups, and foreign governments upon American 

governmental processes. Students also learn about government and politics in the state of 

Idaho. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

Economics  Social Studies 

In Economics, students learn how what people want and what they need influence the de-

velopment of societies. They explore the limits that time, money, energy, and resources 

place upon satisfying the diverse needs and wants of a society. Students discover how eco-

nomic systems manage these limitations by developing systems of exchange and balancing 

the use of scarce resources. Students also examine the local and global consequences of 

economic decisions, the role of technology in economics, and the function of government 

in shaping economic policy. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 0.5 

Level: HS 
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Honors Program 
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English 1: Survey of Literature Language Arts 

Students investigate the connections between literature, culture, and their own life experi-

ences, and learn to clearly express their ideas and opinions. Reading selections include 

novels, short stories, and poetry representing a broad cross-section of American subcul-

tures and literary traditions. The course also builds fundamental writing and communica-

tion skills as it introduces students to the writing process and the basic principles of aca-

demic research. The course gives students the tools to read and communicate with deep 

understanding, clarity, and conviction. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

English 2: World Literature   Language Arts 

This course introduces students to major literary traditions from all corners of the globe. 

Reading selections include novels, short stories, epic poetry, drama, and mythology span-

ning the millennia of human history. In addition to evaluating the plots and characters of 

well-known writers, students learn to identify themes, create dialogue, and appeal to emo-

tions. They study various forms of communication including oral, visual, electronic, and 

textual. As students explore various eras and cultures through literature, they also build 

proficiency in writing, literary analysis, and critical thinking. Students learn to communi-

cate their own dreams, goals, and aspirations with clarity and conviction. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

English 3: American Literature   Language Arts 

Is there a better way to learn about literature than going right to the source? The Virtual 

Times is a newspaper delivered straight from the American past to students' doorstep (or 

computer screen). Organized around the theme of this virtual paper, the course delivers 

novels, drama, poetry, short films, and nonfiction that students analyze in terms of theme, 

literary devices, historical context, and point of view. Students learn to appreciate audience 

and purpose in what they read and write, as well as draw inferences. They produce a vari-

ety of writings, including journals, creative pieces, and analytic, expository, persuasive, 

and research essays. Students expand their vocabulary, demonstrate advanced research 

skills, and improve their oral communications skills. As virtual reporters investigating 

classic works of literature, students gain exposure to American authors and learn to appre-

ciate what literature teaches about the time in which it was written. 

Prerequisites (Required): English 2 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

English 4: Interacting with Literature   Language Arts 

In English 4, students master the literary and reading skills needed for success in college or 

career. Students select the literature of most interest to them in the genres of novels, short 

stories, drama, poetry, and nonfiction. They learn to analyze literary works with a critical 

eye, forming opinions based on evidence and persuasively expressing their own ideas. 

Students produce a variety of writings, gaining the vocabulary, literary techniques, and 

research skills to communicate effectively. Students also explore options for the future, 

and build a project around their chosen path that provides them with a plan to achieve their 

post-high school goals. 

Prerequisites (Required): English 3 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

Algebra 1   Mathematics 

Students gain the knowledge needed for success in their high school mathematics courses. 

The course emphasizes the use of algebra in everyday life—in sports, travel, business, and 

health—and students practice using algebra to solve real-world problems. The course pre-

sents algebra concepts in a user-friendly manner and gives students hands-on practice 

through animations, graphics, audio components, and interactive graphs. Students see 

problems solved step by step on their computer screens, while engaging labs make num-

bers, graphs, and equations come alive. This course gives students the skills, strategies, 

and confidence to solve all kinds of mathematical problems. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

Algebra 2   Mathematics 

Students continue to build skills and confidence in algebra. The course includes hands-on 

activities, applications, group interactions, and cutting-edge technology that keep students 

engaged. After a review of basic algebra, students learn how to work with polynomials, 

quadratic equations, exponential and logarithmic relations, probability, and statistics. To 

learn how algebra is used in the real world, students jump into roles as employees of a 

fictional corporation, working their way up the corporate ladder with each successful as-

signment. In Algebra 2, students gain the algebra needed for success in school and career.  

Prerequisites (Required): Algebra 1 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 
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Geometry   Mathematics 

This course takes students on a mathematical highway illuminated by spatial relationships, 

reasoning, connections, and problem solving. Students develop geometric skills, learn ge-

ometry concepts, and practice constructing formal logical arguments and proofs. Through 

exploration of real-world examples, students see that geometry is all around them—

engineers use it to bank highways and build bridges, artists use it to create perspective in 

their paintings, and mapmakers help travelers find locations using the points located on a 

geometric grid. The course provides students with basic tools for understanding and solv-

ing problems in the real world.  

Prerequisites (Required): Algebra 1 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

Biology   Science 

Students discover the nature of life through a study of matter, energy, chemical processes, 

genetics, DNA, and cells. They learn the scientific method and examine the traits and clas-

sifications of organisms from viruses and bacteria to plants and animals. Hands-on and 

virtual laboratory investigations enhance students' understanding of living things. The 

course covers some of the fastest growing areas of research in the biological sciences. By 

the end of the course, students will have developed a working definition of what consti-

tutes life on Earth. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

Chemistry   Science 

Students embark on a virtual tour to see chemistry in action. They visit such places as a 

petroleum refinery, a water treatment plant, a hospital, and even a scuba dive shop. From 

the largest nuclear power plant to the tiniest atom, students learn the basic ways that chem-

istry works and how scientists use it to make our lives better. Stressing the practical appli-

cation of chemistry and its everyday uses, the course shows students how atoms, mole-

cules, and elements join to make the water we drink, the air we breathe, and the gas that 

powers our cars. Hands-on laboratory investigations make concepts come alive and give 

students the chance to think like scientists. 

Prerequisites (Required): Algebra 1, Biology 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

Earth Space Science   Science 

Students explore the world and the universe. They journey from the sun and the moon 

across the oceans and continents down to the rocks and minerals and inside volcanoes and 

earthquakes. Students discover the history of the Earth, including fossils, the ice age, and 

glaciers. They learn about the weather and atmosphere and how winds and fronts work. 

Students explore space and the solar system and learn all about the Earth's water. The 

course engages students through hands-on activities, in which they gather data from their 

surrounding and interpret results like real scientists. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

Physics   Science 

In this course, students enter "Physics World," inhabited by great minds like Galileo, New-

ton, and Einstein. Students witness how physics has progressed over time due to the obser-

vation, experimentation, and insights of these scientific geniuses. Students learn the con-

cepts, theories, and laws that govern the interaction of matter, energy, and forces. From 

tiny atoms to galaxies with millions of stars, students observe the universal laws of physics 

and learn to apply such laws. Using laboratory activities, videos, software, and websites, 

students follow in the footsteps of some of the world’s greatest thinkers. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

United States History   Social Studies 

Students investigate the history of the United States from the era of slavery to the present. 

The course takes students through a series of court cases that illuminate critical turning 

points and issues in American history. Students conduct research focused on the historical 

era in which the case occurred, and use primary and secondary sources to build persuasive 

arguments. As students consider questions about slavery, rights, regulation of business, 

religious freedom, and maintaining a stable world order, they begin to appreciate the com-

plexity of the American story. The course also challenges students to apply their knowl-

edge and perspective of history to interpret the events of today. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 
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World History   Social Studies 

World History introduces students to the concept of a global community. Whether explor-

ing ancient Egypt, medieval Europe, or post-war Japan, students learn the impact that an-

cient and modern civilizations have upon their own lives and current events. In the course, 

students act as curators of the "Windows of the World Museum." They design exhibits that 

highlight the development of different cultures in the areas of art, commerce, politics, ge-

ography, religion, and science. By exploring what various artifacts, data, and sources re-

veal about human activity, students make connections between the past, present, and fu-

ture. Students also develop their research skills, and learn to effectively communicate their 

ideas in writing. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

American Government  Social Studies 

From Washington and Jefferson to Obama and Bush, students explore the fascinating story 

of government in the United States. This in-depth study of the American political and legal 

systems begins with an examination of the U.S. Constitution and the intentions of the 

Founding Fathers. Students analyze the pivotal roles of legislative bodies, executive offi-

cials, and the courts in governmental decision-making. Students explore the influence of 

political parties, public opinion, interest groups, and foreign governments upon American 

governmental processes. Students also learn about government and politics in the state of 

Idaho. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

Economics  Social Studies 

In Economics, students learn how what people want and what they need influence the de-

velopment of societies. They explore the limits that time, money, energy, and resources 

place upon satisfying the diverse needs and wants of a society. Students discover how eco-

nomic systems manage these limitations by developing systems of exchange and balancing 

the use of scarce resources. Students also examine the local and global consequences of 

economic decisions, the role of technology in economics, and the function of government 

in shaping economic policy. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 0.5 

Level: HS 
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AP Program 
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AP English Literature and Composition   Language Arts 

AP English Literature and Composition engages students in the careful reading and critical 

analysis of imaginative literature. The course invites students to the "AP Dinner Party," 

where menu items include reading, analyzing, rewriting, and discussing the poetry, novels, 

short stories, drama, and expository prose written by renowned authors. Through close 

reading of the works of these authors, students discover the various ways writers use lan-

guage to provide meaning and pleasure for their readers. The course requires intensive 

concentration on composition skills (of both student and author) in the areas of structure, 

style, and theme. Students analyze authors' narrative techniques, including the use of figu-

rative language, imagery, symbolism, and tone. Students choosing this course should be 

interested in studying literature of various periods and genres and using this wide reading 

knowledge in discussions of literary topics. The course equips students with the reading, 

writing, and analytical skills needed for success in college, in career, and on the AP exam.  

Prerequisites (Required): English 3 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

AP English Language and Composition Language Arts 

Is there a better way to learn about language and writing than going right to the source? 

The Virtual Times is a newspaper delivered straight from the past to students' doorstep (or 

computer screen). Organized around the theme of this virtual paper, the course covers 

studying and writing analytic and persuasive essays on topics in language, rhetoric, and 

expository writing. Students become skilled readers of prose written in various periods, 

disciplines, and rhetorical contexts. Both their reading and writing help make students 

aware of the interactions among a writer’s purposes, audience expectations, and subjects, 

as well as the way writing conventions and language contribute to effectiveness in writing. 

Fiction and poetry are included in order to help students understand rhetorical and linguis-

tic devices. Students choosing this course should be interested in studying and writing 

various kinds of analytic or persuasive essays on nonliterary topics. This course effectively 

prepares students for the AP Exam by enabling them to read, comprehend, and write about 

complex texts, while developing further communication skills on a college level.  

Prerequisites (Required): English 2 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

AP Statistics   Mathematics 

In this course, students learn the vocabulary, method, and meaning in the statistics that 

exist in the world around them. General themes of study include exploring data, planning 

and designing a study, anticipating patterns, and statistical inference. Rather than simply 

memorizing information, students investigate real-world examples and develop a deep 

understanding of the methods, interpretation, communication, and application of statistics. 

They complete several open-ended performance tasks that require them to connect multi-

ple statistical topics together. Students use the TI83+/ 84 OR 89 calculator and computers 

to explore the world of data, patterns, and statistical relationships. The course prepares 

students for the AP Exam by introducing them to the concepts and tools for collecting, 

analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data. 

Prerequisites (Required): Algebra 2 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

AP Calculus AB   Mathematics 

Students develop an understanding of the concepts of calculus and gain experience with its 

methods and applications. Through a multi-representational approach, students work with 

concepts, results, and problems represented graphically, numerically, analytically, and 

verbally, and they learn the importance of connections among these representations. Major 

topics include graphs, limits, derivatives, and integrals. Students learn how calculus is ap-

plied to a variety of functions such as increasing and decreasing functions, transcendental 

functions like logarithmic and exponential functions, and trigonometric functions. Students 

develop facility with the technology used to solve problems, conduct experiments, inter-

pret results, and support conclusions. This course prepares students to take the AP Exam 

and is the equivalent of a college-level course in calculus. 

Prerequisites (Required): Geometry, Algebra 2, Pre-Calculus or Trigonometry 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

AP Calculus BC   Mathematics 

Students develop an understanding of the concepts of calculus and gain experience with its 

methods and applications. Interactive text, graphing software, mathematics symbol soft-

ware, and hands-on activities create a stimulating and engaging learning environment. 

Through a multi-representational approach, students work with concepts, results, and prob-

lems represented graphically, numerically, analytically, and verbally, and they learn the 

importance of connections among these representations. Major topics include graphs, lim-

its, derivatives, integrals, and infinite sequences and series. The course also covers para-

metric, polar, and vector functions and derivatives, applications of integrals, and supple-

mentary detail in the study and application of derivatives and anti-derivatives. Students 

develop facility with the technology used to solve problems, conduct experiments, inter-

pret results, and support conclusions. This course prepares students to take the AP Exam 

and is the equivalent of a college-level course in calculus. 

Prerequisites (Required): Geometry, Algebra 2, Pre-Calculus or Trigonometry 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

AP Chemistry   Science 

Through fascinating, elaborative lessons and lab work, students attain a deep understand-

ing of chemistry fundamentals and learn how to solve chemical problems. The course cov-

ers topics such as the structure of matter, states of matter, chemical reactions, kinetic the-

ory of gases, chemical equilibria, chemical kinetics, and thermodynamics. In hands-on lab 

experimentation, students learn to make observations of chemical reactions and sub-

stances; record data; and calculate, interpret, and communicate results. They explore how 

chemistry is involved in environmental and social issues in the world around them. Stu-

dents gain the skills to arrive at conclusions based on informed judgment and express their 

ideas in persuasive essays with clarity and logic. This course effectively prepares students 

to take the AP Exam. 

Prerequisites (Required): Algebra 2, Biology, Chemistry 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 
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AP Physics B   Science 

This course offers a non-calculus survey covering five general areas: Newtonian mechan-

ics, thermal physics, electricity and magnetism, waves and optics, and atomic and nuclear 

physics. Students learn to think like scientists—making predictions based on observations, 

writing hypotheses, designing and completing experiments, and reaching conclusions 

based on the analysis of data derived from these experiments. Students apply the concepts 

of physics to their everyday experiences and learn to use the principles of physics to solve 

real-life problems. They learn about matter, energy, and how the universe is put together. 

The course prepares students to take the AP Exam by providing a systematic development 

of the main principles of physics and developing a deep understanding of physics con-

cepts. This course provides a strong foundation for those students interested in pursuing 

the life sciences, premedicine, and other applied sciences; it is not typically appropriate for 

students interested in engineering or physical sciences at the college level. 

Prerequisites (Required): Physics, Algebra 2, Trigonometry or Pre-Calculus 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

AP Biology   Science 

Students prepare for the AP Exam through this hands-on, interactive exploration of the 

nature of life. They engage in a wide variety of activities with substantial emphasis on 

interpreting and collecting data in virtual labs, writing analytical essays, and mastering 

biology concepts and connections. The major themes of the course are organisms and 

populations, molecules and cells, and heredity and evolution. Key topics include scientific 

processes; the effects of science on technology and society; the chemistry and make up of 

living organisms; and genetics, diversity, and evolution. The course stresses concepts over 

facts, making this college-level study of biology not only less overwhelming, but also 

more meaningful and engaging. 

Prerequisites (Required): Biology, Chemistry, Algebra 1 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

AP Microeconomics  Social Studies 

In AP Microeconomics, students learn about the economic principles that govern individ-

ual producers and consumers within an economic system. The course covers product mar-

kets, factor markets, market failure, and the role of government in a country's economy. To 

give them a first-hand look at economics in action, students take on the role of president of 

a company in the "Macro Islands." In order to run the company effectively, they must learn 

all about supply and demand, production costs, public goods, labor, competition, and 

more. The course prepares students for success on the AP Exam and is the equivalent of a 

college-level course in microeconomics. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

AP Macroeconomics  Social Studies 

AP Macroeconomics provides students with a thorough understanding of the economic 

principles that apply to an economic system as a whole. Students learn about scarcity, na-

tional income, price determination, economic performance measures, the financial sector, 

stabilization policies, inflation, unemployment, economic growth, and international eco-

nomics. To give them a first-hand look at economics in action, the course engages students 

as financial advisors hired to turn around a crumbling economy in the "Macro Islands." 

The course prepares students for success on the AP Exam and is the equivalent of a college

-level course in macroeconomics. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

AP United States Government and Politics  Social Studies 

Students study the intricacies of American political culture, gaining an analytical perspec-

tive on government in the United States. Course content is organized around a movies mo-

tif—the drama of American politics unfolds as students get a behind-the-scenes glimpse 

into America's political arena. Students delve into primary documents and go "on location" 

with government leaders such as the President, members of Congress, and Supreme Court 

justices. They research the roles of the media, political parties, interest groups, states, can-

didates, bureaucracy, and the public in the governmental process. Finally, students witness 

the large-scale production of policy building in the areas of economic and social policy, 

foreign policy, and public administration. The course prepares students for the AP Exam 

by covering important facts; patterns of political processes; analysis of relevant data; and 

critical analysis, application, and comparisons of theories and concepts. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): American History 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

AP United States History Social Studies 

From pre-Columbian societies to America's role in today's post-Cold War world, this 

course gives students the factual knowledge and analytical skills needed to work critically 

with the problems, events, and materials in U.S. history. The course presents the study of 

U.S. history through the motif of a historical/news magazine: students are historical re-

searchers and aspiring writers intent on investigating and reporting on the issues and 

events in America's past. As they conduct their research, students evaluate and compare 

the importance, relevancy, and biases of both primary and secondary documentation, and 

use these sources to support their own arguments. Students develop the skills necessary to 

arrive at conclusions based on informed judgment and to present their reasons and evi-

dence in persuasive essays. With substantial emphasis on interpreting documents, writing 

analytical essays, mastering factual content, and comparing trends and developments over 

time, this course effectively prepares students for the AP Exam. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): World History 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 
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English 1: Survey of Literature   Language Arts 

Students embark on a virtual tour of five continents. They read novels, short stories, and 

poetry from a variety of cultures. They explore the connections between literature, culture, 

and their own life experiences. The course builds fundamental writing and communication 

skills. Through frequent writing assignments and writing-focused lessons, students learn 

effective strategies for conducting research and writing essays, skills essential to their aca-

demic success in all subjects. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

English 2: World Literature   Language Arts 

A journey through the world's literature brings students face to face with Middle Eastern 

princes, Greek Gods, Spanish generals, and Holocaust survivors. The course introduces 

students to major literary traditions from all corners of the globe. Reading selections in-

clude novels, short stories, epic poetry, drama, and mythology spanning the millennia of 

human history. As students explore various eras and cultures through literature, they also 

build proficiency in writing, literary analysis, and critical thinking.  

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

English 3: American Literature   Language Arts 

Students gain experience analyzing American texts and writers. They explore the writing 

of major literary periods including the Puritan era, Westward expansion, the Industrial 

Revolution, Transcendentalism, the Roaring Twenties, the Great Depression, and the Civil 

Rights movement. Students gain strategies for writing timed essays and improving reading 

comprehension skills. They practice using the process approach to research and become 

familiar with MLA style of documentation. Students write a paper on American ideals that 

highlights what they have learned. In addition to online reading texts, students study 

American novels and an American play. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

English 4: Interacting with Literature   Language Arts 

This course provides a solid background in British Literature, from the early epic Beowulf 

to the science fiction of George Orwell. In addition to reading novels, students explore 

poetry, drama, and films. Students learn to analyze poetry and conduct close readings of 

difficult texts. Asynchronous online discussions help students develop literary analyses 

and learn to compare and contrast literary elements and devices. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

Pre-Algebra   Mathematics 

This course builds upon the essential skills of arithmetic as they apply to algebra. Topics 

include real numbers and linear equations, inequalities, exponents, functions, data dis-

plays, and some elements of geometry. Students gain a background in algebra that gives 

them the skills and confidence to be successful in high school mathematics courses. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

Algebra 1   Mathematics 

Students gain the knowledge needed for success in their high school mathematics courses. 

The course emphasizes the use of algebra in everyday life—in sports, travel, business, and 

health—and students practice using algebra to solve real-world problems. The course pre-

sents algebraic concepts in a user-friendly manner and gives students hands-on practice 

through animations, graphics, audio components, and interactive graphs. Students see 

problems solved step by step on their computer screens, while engaging labs make num-

bers, graphs, and equations come alive. This course gives students the skills, strategies, 

and confidence to solve all kinds of mathematical problems. 

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 
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Algebra 2   Mathematics 

Algebra 2 expands upon basic algebra and geometry concepts while providing a founda-

tion for the more advanced topics of trigonometry and calculus. The course emphasizes the 

real-world application of math skills where students learn to apply algebraic solutions to 

various types of problems. Topics include circles and conic sections, systems of linear 

equations, polynomials, complex numbers, quadratics, radical equations, sequences and 

series, and mathematical induction. Students gain the computational skill needed to suc-

cessfully apply each concept in future math courses. They also acquire abstract-thinking 

skills, using generalities to complete proofs.  

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

Geometry   Mathematics 

Geometry is a comprehensive course featuring geometric terms and processes, logic, and 

problem solving. Topics include parallel lines and planes, congruent triangles, the Py-

thagorean Theorem, quadrilaterals, surface area, volume, and various forms of proof. The 

course emphasizes reasoning and problem-solving skills gained through the study of simi-

larity, areas, volumes, circles, and coordinate geometry. Students gain the logic and ra-

tional-thinking skills that they can apply to real-world problems.  

Prerequisites (Required): None 

Prerequisites (Recommended): None 

KVE Credits: 1 

Level: HS 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 


